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FOREIGN. 
METHODIST MISSIONS. 


Report for the year 1817, of the Executive Committee for the man- 
agement of the missions, first commenced by the Rev. John Wes- 
ley, the Rev. Dr. Coke, and others;-and now carried on under 
the direction of the Methodist Conference. 


(Continued from page 147, vol. 3.) 
ASIA. 


The direct and proper work of a missionary, to preach the un- 
searchable riches of Christ among the Gentiles, has, in the case of 
the Wesleyan missionaries, till of lete, been in some degree impe- 
ded by the smallness of their number, the delay z,~casioned by*the 
acquisition of new languages, and the occupatiozi of their attention 
by the formation of schools, and the erection of places of worship in 
some of the principal places where they have established themselves. 
They have been labouring, for the most part, in preparation; but the 
reinforcement of their number, and the acquisition of some of the 
languages by those first sent, will now enable them to direct more of 
their attention to the heathen; and to organize an extensive system 
of itinerancy among the natives.* 


*We are happy to find, that all the brethren appear impressed with the 
necessity of adopting this mode of seeking out the neglected natives. «I 
am not an advocate,’’ says Mr. Fox, ‘‘for our being much intewns Our 
business is with the natives. Colombo doubtless forms an exception, and 
ethic: places way, but [ am doubtful whether Galle does The natives of 
the different castes will not come into our chapels, we must find them in 
the tops of their cocoa-nut trees. The Galle brethren, however, itinerate 
much, and are sometimes for nine days out among the natives, and | have 
reason to believe these travels are not in vain.” 

Mr. Clough observes, «It has frequently been painful to our feelings, 
that our numerous engagements in the town have not yet allowed us to 
spend as much ot our time in the jungle as we wished; but from the faint 
ideas you will be able te form of our printing concern, and other engage- 
ments at Colombo, you will easily see. that the absence of one of us from 
the spot, even for a day, is felt in some department. In the mean time we 
have been catching up every spare moment, to do what we couid in the 
country, and the prospects which new present themselves, are of the most 
pleasing kind. 
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The imperfeet manner in which they have been able to preach in 
the languages of the island has, however, been accompanied: with 
an encouraging success. It has excited attention, placed the doc- 
trines of Christ in contrast with the absurdities of paganism, and 
has had its seal in the conversion of several of the Budhist priests,* 
now themselves employed in communicating the pure faith of Christ 
to their brethren, ott Deana in English and Portuguese has 
also been the means of awakening a religious concern in the minds 
of many Europeans, and among that numerous class who are des- 
cended from Europeans of different nations. ‘The committee have 
received a pleasing testimony of this in a letter from the Hon. and 
Rev. T. J. Twisleton, dated Colombo, Dec. 29, 1816. ‘Your missi- 
onaries are all active, efficient, and useful. Your liberality is well 
bestowed, and must produce an extensive salvation of souls. The 
nominal Christians of all hues, who were used to traverse our 
streets unconscious of the Lord’s day, now not only reverence that 
day, but have serious reflections on other days, and attend the 
preaching of the word of life as opportunities occur.” We have,” 
says Mr. Harvard in a letter dated Colombo, July 26, 1816, «a 
pleasing work among the soldiers in this garrison, and have formed 
a small society. Several of the men, who were extremely vile cha- 
racters, appear much in earnest, and have for some time shown a 
uniform change. In the Pettah a spirit of hearing is increasing 
constantly. I have preached several times in Portuguese to very 
large congregations, and believe God will give us a work of conver- 
sidu i thatJangrage. Brother Clough has likewise commenced in 
Portuguese. He i. preachéda considerable time in the Gingalese. 
O for more labourers! This station ought to have three missiona- 
ries.” One of the fruits of their labours among the nominal chris- 
tians of European descent, is Mr. Lalman, a young man of Swiss 
extraction, master of several languages spoken in the island, of very 


*Of Petrus Panditti Sekarras, who is employed chiefly in the business 
of translation by the Colombo Bible Society, we have the following plea- 
sing testimony from Mr. Fox: ‘¢Of Petrus’s conversion, in the proper 
sense, | have no doubt at all. I have had much conversation with him.” 

Of the conversion of George Nadoris, the most eminent priest of the 
island, an interesting account is inserted in the Methodist Magazine for 
October and November, 1817. This proud and acute opposer of the 
Truth, and advocate of Budhuatheism, was only driven from the strong 
holds of his errours by along and patient discussion of several months, 
conducted by the clergy and the Wesleyan missionaries, He is under the 
direction of the former, and his conversion must have produced a power- 
ful effect upon the pagan Cingalese throughout the island. 

Daniel Alexander, another priest, was baptized at Galle by Mr. Ers- 
kine. He is now attached to the Matura station, assisting Mr. Callaway, 
The committee have a letter from him, written in a very pious strain. Be- 
sides these, there are some young men, formerly designed for the Budhist 
priesthood, under instruction. In one priest, some high hopes were en- 
tertained, by the brethren; they have been disappointed. It does not, how- 
ever, appear that he has relapsed into paganism. 
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promising ministerial talents, who burns with zeal for the cause of 
Christ. “He was received at the Ceylon Conference of 1816, as an 
assistant missionary. and is appointed with Mr. Callaway to the 
Matura station, and the brethren have given him the highest testi- 
monies. ‘This case warrants the expectation that not only will the 
converted heathen furnish a supply of missiovaries, but that it may 
please God to raise up from a yong the youth of European descent, 
many of whom are well educated, suitable instruments for the dif- 
fusion of Christianity among the natives, acquainted from childhood 
with their language and manners, and with constitutions suited to 
the climate. Receiving their first spiritual good from a missionary 
ministry, from the dawn of their religious life they will imbibe the 
missionary ardour, and thus every person brought to God by the 
Jabours of the missionaries now emploved, will, whether he be call- 
ed to the ministry or not, be made more or less useful in the furthe- 
rance of the common design. A pleasing indication of what may 
result from the revival of religion among nominal Christians, when 
its influence becomes more extended, in multiplying the instru- 
ments for the instruction of the heathen, is given in a letter from 
Mr. Clough. By the conquest of the kingdom of Candy, an oppor- 
tunity is now afforded for the introduction of Christianity into the 
interiour; and though of the 14 missionaries at present employed in 
Ceylon, nove at present can be spared for that enterprize, yet, indi- 
rectly, the effects of their labours on the coast are beginning to be 
felt among the Candians. “There are,’? Mr. Clough observes in 


5 
the letter to which we allude, “a number of young men, country 


born, acting as government clerks, who, previous to their going u 
into the interiour, received good under our ministry, and took wit 
them Cingalese Testaments, tracts, &c. ‘They speak to the natives 
when they can, and we occasionally receive pleasing letters from 
them. Some of the natives in the capital have expressed a strong 
desire to have an English school established there, that their chil- 
dren may be instructed. There are also several soldiers, who met 
in class with us before they went away, and they are speaking to 
the natives as well as they can, when they can get a few words of 
advice interpreted.” 

In addition to their proper work as ministers, the missionaries 
have directed a considerable share of attention to the establishment 
of schools, and have already commenced some very promising insti- 
tutions of this kind. The Sunday school at Colombo has not only 
been very useful there, but has afforded an example which wil! pro- 
bably be extensively followed: “It has done much good,” says Mr. 
Harvard, “both to the children and to the teachers: it has brought 
some serious young men forward, whom, otherwise, we should not 
have known. We have also,” he observes, “introduced a Sunday 


school into the garrison, for the children of soldiers, by the special 
permission of the governour, which promises much good.” But the 
establishment of the Colombo school has given rise toa similar one 
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at Negumbo, a very populous town, and which, should the preach- 
ing of the Gospel be successful in it, will be another step to the Can- 
dian territory. When the Sunday school was begun in Colombo, a 
respectable young man, a native Cingalese, came forward and pro- 
posed to assist in rome | the Cingalese boys. Soon after he was 
appointed interpreter to the Magistrate of Negumbo; and as he had 
entered with interest into the school at Colombo, the Missionaries 
recommended to him to attempt one at Negumbo. His attempt 
was so successful, that he was obliged to take the leisure time of 
week-days to attend to all the children who came for instruction, 
and ultimately to apply for assistance; and the missionaries at Co- 
lombo have appointed a young man to assist as a regular teacher un- 
til a missionary shall be appointed to that station. In this school 
there are more than 60 boys of different classes, Dutch, Portuguese, 
Malabar, and Cingalese; most of whom, if not all, were ignorant of 
the alphabet when they were admitted, and can now read in the 
New Testament.” I went out early this morning,” says Mr. 
Clough, in a recent letter, “to see them, and was greatly surprised, 
after having heard them their lessons, to find with what readiness 
they could answer questions out of an English catechim. I donot 
know how to account for it, that I find the children in this country 
will learn any thing much quicker than English children, but we 
have, in all the children under our care, a strong proof that much is 
to be done among the rising generation in India. Most of the boys 
speak two or three languages cach besides the English they are ac- 
quiring, and what may we not expect from such a number of youths 
thus brought forward, and educated in the knowledge of Christia- 
nity?” ‘The committee have received specimens of the writing of 
some of the boys in the Negumbo school, which are very creditable 
to the talents of the boys, and the attention of the master. 

Besides their Sunday schools, they have at Colombo, Galle, Jaff- 
na, and other stations, day schools under their care, which give en- 
couraging promise of usefulness. Mr. Erskine, speaking of that at 
Galle, says, “There are here more than 70 children under our care. 
to whom we preach every Saturday. Some of them coming to our 
schoel, though 16 or 17 years of age, I have found so ignorant as not 
to know the difference between good and evil—nothing of God—no- 
thing of eternity, or of the soul!’? But the brethen feel that the 
efforts, that they have already made in this department of benevo- 
lent labour bears little proportion to the real wants of the country, 
or, indeed, to the opportunities which Providence has placed within 
their reach. 

‘ Nothing in the experience of missionaries has been found so useful 
an auxiliary to the preaching of the Gospel among the heathen as 
schools, and their efficiency has no where been more fully proved 
than in Ceylon. By them the Dutch greatly promoted Christianity 
in that island; and when they were neglected, its influence declined. 
The Wesleyan missionaries have been so convinced of the impor- 
tance of these institutions, as not only to increase their labour by 
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undertaking the superintendence or reformation of some of the go- 
vernment schools, but to press upon the committee, in the most ear- 
nest manner, for the means of establishing others in various places 
to which they have access, and where a large and constant supply of 
scholars can be obtained. Among the nominal and half-pagan 
Christians of Ceylon, the education of children will be the means of 
reviving the knowledge and influence of true Christianity, both of 
which among those natives who still profess the Christian name, are 
almost entirely lost; and great advantages obtained for communica- 
ting the knowledge of true religion to the children of the pagan part 
of the population, from the readiness with which many of their pa- 
rents suffer them to be instructed by the missionaries, and the school 
masters they appoint. All the brethren agree in making such repre- 
sentations; and the managing committee have fully entered into their 
views, and voted the sum of £300 per annum for the exclusive sup- 
port of schools in Ceylon; and they earnestly recommend this 
branch of the expenditure of the Ceylon Mission to the liberality of 
the friends of religion, and the active zeal of the collectors, whose 
special applications for such a charity they are persuaded cannot be 
made in vain. 

The first Conference of the Wesleyan Missionaries in Ceylon 
was held July, 1816, when ten missionaries were present, and ap- 
pointments were made to the following stations: three missionaries 
to Jaffna, one to ‘Trincomalee, one to Batticaloe, two to Colombo, 
two to Galle, and two to Matura; leaving an additional preacher to 
be sent to Trincomalee and Batticaloe. On the chief stations thus 
selected as the scene of their labours, it may not be deemed impro- 
per for the committee to make some observations. 

(To be continued.) 
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EPISCOPAL MISSIONS. 


London Missionary Society. 


While angery controversialists are denying the utility or expedi- 
ency of missionary establishments, it is a high gratification to the 
—_ of a Christian to be able to repose upon such facts as the fol- 

owing. 

Idolatry is totally abolished in Otaheite and Eimeo, and is fast 
giving way in other islands. The school flourishes and many who 
have learned to read have dispersed themselves among the islands, 
and have taught others. Many hundreds can read well; at least 
3000 have books among them; and hundreds of the natives can 
repeat their Catechism word for word. 

The following are extracts from the letters of the Missionaries. 
After detailing some serious feuds in the islands, they add:— 

“These things had a happy effect upon the minds of the idolaters, 
They unanimously declared, that they would trust their gods no 
longer; that they had deceived them, and sought their ruin; that 
henceforward they would cast them away entirely, and embrace 
this new religion, which is so distinguished by its mildness, good- 
ness, and forbearance. ) 
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“In the evening after the battle, the professors of Christianity 
assembled together. to worship and praise Jehovah for the happy 
turn which their affairs had taken. In this they were jo ned by 
many who had, till then, been the zealous worshippers of the iviols. 
After this, Pomare was by universal consent restored to his former 
government of Tahiti and its dependencies; since which he has con- 
stituted chiefs in the several districts, some of whom had for a long 
time made a publick profession of Christianity, and had for many 
months attended the means of instruction with us at Eimeo. 

“In consequence of these events, idolatry was entirely abolished 
both at Tahiti and Eimeo; and we have the great but formerly unex- 
pected satisfaction of being able to say that Tahiti and E:meo, toge- 


ther with the small! islands of Tapuamanu and ‘Teturoa, are now. 


altogether, in profession, Christian Islands. ‘The gods are destroy- 
ed, the maraes demolished, human sacrifices and infant murder, we 
hope, for ever abolished; and the people every where calling upon 
us to come and teach them. 

“The Sabbath-day is also every where strictly observed, and pla- 
ces for the worship of the true God have been erected, and are now 
erecting, in every district; and where there is no preaching, the 
people have prayer meetings every Sabbath, and every Wednesday 
evening, all round Tahit: and Eimeo. 

“But this 1s not all; we have also good news to communicate 
about the Leeward Islands. ‘Tamotoa, or as he is now called Tapa, 
the principal chief, has also publickly renounced idolatry and em- 
braced christianity. His example has been followed by most of the 
other chiefs, and a large majority of the people throughout the four 
society islands; namely, Huahine, Raiatea, Tahaa, and Borabora. 
Two chiefs of Borabora, named Tefaaora and Mai, have distin- 

uished themselves by their zeal in destroying the gods, and erect- 
ing a house for the worship of the true God. ‘The chiefs of these 
islards have sent letters and repeated messages to us, earnestly en- 
treating us to send some of our number to them, to teach them also: 
and Mai, sent us a letter to remind us that Jesus Christ and his 
apostles did not confine their instructions to one place or country.” 

“The school, notwithstanding former discouragements, has pros- 
pered exceedingly, and continues to prosper; though at present 
many hundreds of the scholars are scattered through the neighbour- 
ing island, some of whom are teaching others in the different islands 
and districts where they reside; and thus, through their means, some 
knowledge of reading and writing has spread far and wide. There 
are at least 3000 people who have some books, and can make use of 
them. Many hundreds can read well; and there are among them 
about 400 copies of the Old Testament history; and 400 of the New, 
which is an abridgment of the four evangelists, and parts of the 
Acts of the aposties. Many chapters of Luke’s gospel in manu- 
script are also in circulation; and 1000 copies of our Tahitian cate- 
chism, which several hundreds have learnt, and can repeat perfect- 
ly. The spelling books which were printed in London, of which we 
had, we suppose, about 700, having been expended long ago, we had 
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lately 2000 copies of a lesser spelling book printed in the colony; 
these we have received and distributed; and there is an earnest call 
from all the islands for more books, the desire to learn to read and 
write being universal. We want a new edition of the above-men- 
tioned eclis, and are now preparing the gospel of Luke for the 
press. We intended to send the catechism and small spelling book 
to the colony, and get 2000 or 3000 printed; but having heard that 
a printing press is sent out for us, we thought it best to wait awhile, 
notwithstanding the urgent call of the natives, as we wish to pre- 
vent expense as much as possible.” 

“We enclese a letter from Pomare, concerning his family gods, 
which have been delivered to us, that we might either destroy them, 
or, if we think proper, send them to you. We have chosen the lat- 
ter, and send them by this conveyance, nailed up in a case, direct- 
ed to Mr. Hardvastle. ‘These are the king’s family gods, and area 
good specimen of the whole. The great national ones, which were 
of the same kind, only much larger, have been some time ago en- 
tirely destroyed.” 


_—_--—- 


DOMESTICK. 


THEOLOGIGAL SEMINARY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH. 


Abstract of the siath Annual Report. 


The number of Students at the date of the last report was 47. 

During the summer session seven students were received. 

Of the students in the Seminary according to the last report two 
withdrew and nine were regularly dismissed; so that the number of 
students in the Seminary at the close of the summer session was 43. 

During the winter session 15 additional students were received. 

Since the last annual report 14 students have been licensed by 
different presbyteries to sere the Gospel. 

Certificates that they have fully finished the whole course pres- 
cribed in the plan have been given by the Professors to Charles 
Webster and Jeremiah Chamberlain. The Board regret that not- 
withstanding the recommendation of the last Assembly, “that the 
course of study prescribed by the plan be in every case complete,” 
there should be in a whole class only two students, who continued 
until the full completion of the course. 

The whole number of students connected with the Seminary dur- 
ing the winter session was fifty-five. The number now connected 
with the institution is fifty one. 

The studies which have been attended to through the year by 
each class, are the same as in the preceding year, stated particu- 
larly in the last annual report. 

At the close of each of the sessions through the year, the Board 
attended to a careful examination of the students, in which they 
received entire satisfaction. 
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The Board are happy to state that the missionary spirit which has 
existed among the students of the Seminary, still continues, and ap- 

ears to increase. Numbers of those who studied in this institution 
ave, through the year, been actively engaged on missionary ground, 
in almost every state and territory in our country. ‘The great good 
which has resulted from their labours, in advancing the cause of the 
Redeemer, tine assembly will be able in part, to appreciate from the 
missionary journals which have been read before them. 

For the support of necessitous Students, the Board report, that 
they have been informed by the Professors, the sum of $3053 95 
has been forwarded, principally from female Societies. 

The number of Students who have been maintained through the 
year, in whole or in part, on the charitable funds put at the disposal 
of the Professors, has been twenty five. 

Through the year past several valuable books have been’ present- 
ed. ‘The number of volumes which kave in this way been received 
into the library is 121; a number more donations in books have been 
heard of as on the way, but have not yet been received. Among 
these, the Board beg leave particuiar!y to notice a box of books 
which has arrived in New York, consisting chiefly of the works of 
the fathers, presented by the Rev. Dr. Benjamin M*Dowel, of the 
aay Dublin, in lreland. 

‘ith respect to the Theological edifice, the Board informed the 
last Assembly, in their report, that it was then enclosed. During 
the summer season they proceeded in the work of the interiour of the 
the house, and by the commencement of the winter session, had 
nearly completed the rooms in the two lower stories. The debt 
reported to the last Assembly, and directed to be paid, has been 
discharged. In addition to this, there has beev expended on the 
building through the year past $8401 50 1-2, leaving a balance of 
the appropriation of the last year for building unexpended of $1598 
49 1-2. 

For the general purposes of the institution there have been ex- 
pended the following sums, viz. 


For Professors’ salaries and house rent, including a quarter’s sa- 
lary of the preceding year, $4652 75 

For printing last annual report and a historical sketch 77 50 

For wood for recitation room for two preceding years, 66 11 





Secretary’s account, 25 78 
Travelling expences of one Director, 21 00 
Total, $4843 14 


The expenditure, owing to accounts of former years, which had 
not been presented, has exceeded the appropriation $343 14.—The 
sum has been paid out of the appropriations for building, leaving a 
balance of the united appropriations of the last Assembly, unex- 
pended of $1255 35. 

Since the commencement of the winter session, the edifice has 
been occupied by the Students. About 40 of them were accommo- 
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dated in the building, in the rooms which had been furnished. 
These have been boarded and lodged in the edifice: the remainder 
have been obliged, for want of room, to board and lodge out of the 
building. 

Many of the Students in the Seminary were supported by charity 
and therefore were unable to furnish their rooms in the Seminary. 
This difficulty has been removed by the generosity, chiefly of bene- 
volent females. Several necessary articles of furniture were for- 
warded of which the Board beg leave here to make a report to the 
Assembly. 

Miss Olive Sproat, of Philadelphia, collected and forwarded 8 
lanterns for the entries, 10 Psalm and Hymn books for the oratory, 
and mattresses, bedding and furniture, sufficient for several rooms. 
Several articles of furniture weve also received from Mrs. Wood- 
hull, wife of the Rev. Dr. Woodhull, Mrs. Smith Greer, of Law- 
renceville, Mrs. Scudder, of Monmouth, Mr. Zecharian Lewis, of 
New York, Mr. James C. Barnes, a Theological Student, and from 
Flemington, N. J. A number of articles were collected from dif- 
ferent individuals by Mr. Woodward, a Theologica! Student. The 
Rev. John Joyce presented $350, with which was purchased furni- 
ture for two rooms: Rev. Dr. Janeway presented $5 50, and from 
Miss Susan D. Rye, and the young ladies of Raieigh Academy have 
been received three elegant bed quilts. 

The Board have to inform the Assembly, that at their late meet- 
ing in Princeton, the Rev. Dr. Green, their President, generously 
presented to the Lnstitution two acres of tand, which he had purcha- 
sed for the purpose, in the rear o/ the lot op which. the edifice now 
stands. 

The same gentleman, at the same time, presented a plan to pro- 
vide the means o! building a house for the Professor of Didactick 
and Polemick. Theology, which is very much needed, which plan 
has received the approbation of the Board, and which they beg 
leave to lay before the Assembly. ‘tis proposed, if authorized by 
the General Assembly, that exertions be made to procure the names 
of ten or twelve individuals, who shall each be responsible in the 
sum of $500, either to be paid by themselves or to be raised by their 
agency, which sum shall be devoted to the erection of a house for 
the use of a Professor; which house shall be located by the Board, 
and shall belong to the Theological Seminary without condition or 
reservation.”’* : 

The following six gentlemen have already generously bound 
themselves each to provide the sum of $500 for the above object on 
condition that ten names are procured, viz. 

Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green, Mr. Zechariah Lewis, Rev. Ebenezer 
Grant, Rev. Dr. Jacob J. Janeway, Rev. John Chester, Rev. George 
Duffield. 

The Board have further to report to the Assembly, that at their 
meeting in September jast, they were informed that Jolin White- 


*The Assembly have authorized the building of a Professor’s house on 
the plan proposed by the directors. 
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head, Esq. of Burke county, Georgia, had presented to the Semina- 
ry one hundred shares of Marine and Fire Insurance stock in the 
city of Savannah, the par value of which was $25 per share. 
Through the course of the winter this stock was sold, and the pro- 
ceeds amounting to $3275 were transmitted to the Treasurer of the 
General Assembly. By the direction of the Boartd, the President 
wrote to Mr. Whitehead, requesting to know whether he intended 
that his donation should be applied to any particular object. Mr. 
Whitehead replied that he left it optional with the Board, the same 
information was received from a Director who had a personal inter- 
view with Mr. Whitehead. In consequence of these communica- 
tions, the Board, desirous of expressing the high sense they have of 
the unsolicited generosity of Mr. Whitehead, and of perpetuating 
in the Institution the name of so distinguished a patron, passed the 
following resolution, viz.—‘Resolved, That if the General Assem- 
bly approve $2500 of Mr. Whitehead’s donation be applied to esta- 
blish a Scholarship, to be called the Whitehead Scholarship.”* 

‘Resolved, That it be recommended to the Assembly to add the 
following clause to’the plan of the Seminary at the close of the 5th 
section of the 8th article, viz.—And ifany Congregation, Presby- 
tery, Synod, or Association, shall found a Professorship or Profes- 
sorships, a Scholarship or Scholarships, or a Fund or Funds, such 
Professorships, Scholarships, or Funds, shall for ever afterwards be 
called and known by such name as the body founding them shal! 
give.” Signed by order of the Board, 

ASHBEL GREEN, President. 
JOHN M‘DOWELL, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, May 28, 1818. 


i 


NEWHAMPSHIRE MORAL SOCIETY. 


New Hampshire United Society for the more general diffusion of 
useful knowledge, and for the promotion of Good Morals. 


At a meeting of the members of the Legislature and other citizens 
at the Court House, in Concord, on the 26th of June, A. D. 1818, pur- 
suant to a notice by the Hon. President of the Senate and the Hon. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, for the purpose of insti- 
tuting a Society for the diffusion of useful knowledge and for the 
promotion of good morals— 

Chose Hon. John Bell, Chairman, and Ichabod Bartlett, Esq. Se- 


cretary. : 
The Convention then proceeded to adopt the following Address 


and Constitution: 
The utility of associations for the furtherance of any extensive 
design has long been experienced. The object which is beyond the 


* On this article the Assembly unanimously passed the following resolu- 
tion, viz. ‘*Resoived, That $2500 of the liberal donation of Mr. White. 


head be appropriated to establish a Scholarship, to be called the Whitehead 


Scholarship.” 
+ This paragraph, by a unanimous vote of the Assembly, has been added 


to the plan. 
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reach of one, may easily be obtained by the united exertions of ma- 
ny: and the plan which would languish in the hands of an individual 
may be kept alive by the zeal of a multitude. This remark applies 
with peculiar force to associations for the promotion of good morals. 
Though all men acknowledged themselves interested in the charac- 
ter of the community to which they belong, few have the zeal or the 
courage to attempt its improvement. Some are deterred by a fear 
of giving offences; others by a dread of ridicule, while many are dis- 
posed to neglect, every duty which is not personally their own,— 
which is incumbent upon prudent and liberal principles, afford the 
best means of making an impression upon the habits and character 
of the publick. 

They are able to unite, in one powerful effort, the scattered ex- 
ertions are so often and so ineffectually made, and by drawing upon 
themselves the attention of mankind, they gradually impart a por- 
tion of their own zeal to the idle and indifferent. 

It is with these opinions and with a desire of doing something for 
the welfare and happiness of their fellow citizens, that a number of 
persons from different parts of the states have united in forming a 
society for the diffusion of useful knowledge and the promotion of 
good morals. While they feel pledged to each other to use al! hon- 
est and honourable means for the attainment of so noble an object, 
they expressly disclaim any intention or wish to exercise an undue 
influence over others.— Whatever example, persuation or instruc- 
tion can effect, they feel themselves bound to perform; and they do 
not yet su “despair of the commonwealth,” as to doubt the efficacy 
of these means. : 

In promotion of their principal design, the attention of the Socie- 
ty will be directed in the first instance to the following objects: 

1. To acquire a knowledge of the state of morals. 

2. ‘To excite attention to publick improvement, by publishing from 
time to time such information as they may have received. 

3. To combine and direct the exertions of individuals; chiefly, by 
the formation of auxiliary Societies. 

4. By the means of individuals and auxiliary Society, to circulate 
publications which may inculcate reverence for the laws, industry 
and frugality. 

5. To endeavour to excite publick attention to the condition of the 
poor—to inquire into and as far as practicable remove the causes of 
pauperism. ; 

he Society indulge a hope that the bare mention of these objects 
will be sufficient to conciliate the regard of their fellow citizens. If 
there is any object in which patriots may unite for the publick good 
without the possibility of difference of opinion, it is in the diffusion 
of useful knowledge and promotion of good morals;—if there is any 
object in which christians of every denomination may unite with 
equal zeal, it 1s in the suppression of vice. But though all may 
agree in commending the intentions of the Society, some may enter- 
tain a doubt of the necessity of their exertions—and others may 
cherish but faint hopes of the possibility of doing good. , 
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As to the first objection, we would not dwell upon those circum- 
stances which prove it to be unfounded—we have but to cast our 
eyes upon the scenes that surround us, to be convinced that a wide 
field is open for our exertions. It is scarcely necessary to remark 
that our political institutions are adapted to a virtuous and intelli- 
gent people. Whatever corrupts the morals of the people under- 
mines the fabrick of our national greatness. 

The Society anticipate, with confidence, that the experience of a 
few years will remove the second objection. When it is consider- 
ed how much influence the example and persuasions of a single indi- 
vidual have often had, it is hoped that some visible effect wili be 
produced by the continued exertions of the friends of good order 
throughout the state. It is proposed that every auxiliary association 
shall annually report to the society, an account of the moral habits 
of the district in which their members reside—of the means which 
they have used for reformation, and of the success which has attend- 
ed their exertions. From these several accounts the society will 
annually frame a report which will contain a history of the moral 
habits, and it is hoped, of the moral improvement of the preceding 
year. This report, by shewing what is required to be done, by rela- 
ting what has already been effected, and describing the manner in 
which it has been accomplished, will have some tendency to arrest 
the atténtion and excite the zeal of those who are not members of 
the society, and to encourage those who are, to more persevering 
exertions. 

The society therefore request the friends of morals and good or- 
der, to join with them in their attempt; and with the blessing of hea- 
ven they may confidently expect a greater degree of success than 
any individuals have dared to anticipate. 


GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT. 


At a meeting of the General Association of Connecticut, at Middle- 
town, the third Tuesday of June, 1818. 


The committee appointed to take minutes of the narratives, and 
prepare a concise account of the state of religion, made a report, 
which was accepted us follows: 

Although the efforts made for the suppression of the awful vice of 
intenfperance have not succeeded so fully as could be desired;—al- 
though the Sabbath is much neglected in some places, and in a few 
perceptibly more than heretofore;—and although it has pleased the 
great head of the church not to bless this portion of Zion with refresh- 
ing showers, so copious and extensive as in past years:—and al- 
though we find, in the moral and religious state of the community, 
‘grounds for sore lamentation and deep abasement before a holy and 
sovereign God;—yet there are considerations of vast moment, which 
should animate Christ’s ministering servants to the most unabated 
exertions, and al! Christians to the most fervent and increasing pray- 
ers, and activity in the cause of him whose interests they have ex- 
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poused; and call forth the most heartfelt gratitude to the Father ot 
inercies. In some places the Salsbath is observed with greater so- 
lemnity than heretofore. The increasing attention paid to the reli- 
gious instruction of children, particularly the establishment of Sab- 
bath schools, a plan extending so widely and with so much eflicacy, 


has a direct influence upon the best interests of men: a plan which we 


most cordially approve, and for a divine blessing upon which all good 
men will unceasingly pray. 

With no ordinary emotions do we observe that decided support 
which the various charitable institutions of the present day receive 
from the liberality of the Christian publick, and the deep interest they 
feel in their extension and usefulness. Nor do we permit ourselves 
to doubt, that these streams will continue to augment and flow with 
greater celerity, as the state of the world may demand. 

In the heathen school established within our limits, we behold a 
foundation !aid, on which we humbly trust it will please the great 
head of the Church, by the instrumentality of human means, to erect 
a noble edifice; we behold a light dawning which we trust will bright- 
en and spread, until many pagan lands, and especially the islands 
of the sea, shall be cheered with its heavenly radiance, and the glo- 
rious and universal reign of Messiah the Prince shall commence. 

Among the several subjects of consideration, the success of the 
Domestick Missionary Society claims our gratitude. Its usefulness 
is becoming daily more and more evident; and it is hoped that the 

reat object of building up our waste places will excite an increasing 
i of interest in the publick mind. 

Nor do we consider it a small matter ofcongratulation, and thanks- 
giving to God, that the Asylum established at Hartford, for the in- 
struction of the deaf and dumb, has been so far prospered. While 
all the feelings of humanity ure strongly enlisted on its side, and 
prompt, with almost irresistible energy, to its support; the Christian 
beholds, in its operations, a door opened for its unfortunate subjects 
to assume a station, with their fellow immortals, in the intellectual 
and moral kingdom of God, and be prepared to share in that infinite 
blessedness purchased by the Saviour’s blood. May the dews of hea- 
ven distil more abundantly upon this humane institution! May it 
share largely in the prevailing prayers of the Angel of the covenant! 
And though the dear pupils cannot speak the language of men may 
they be taught by the Spirit of Grace, that they may speak for ever 
the language oo and of the spirit of the just made perfect! 

But, above all, do we find matter of praise to the God of grace, in 
the revivals of religion with which, although less numerous and pow- 
erful than in some preceding years, it hath pleased him to bless sev- 
eral of our churches. In some places, the shower appears to have 
abated; in others, the rain of divine influence continues copiously to 
descend. In Middletown, Upper-Houses, Wethersfield Rock y-Hil! 
Bethany in the town of Woodbridge, Salem a parish in Waterbury, 
East-Hampton in Chatham, and Haddam, God has wro’t gloriously, 
or is still working. In these tokens of our Saviour’s presence his 
friends find abundant cause of gratitude, curage, hope and praver: 
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nor should they be forgetful of the additional obligation which every 
soul brought home to Christ, and secured in his fold, lays upon them 
with united hearts, to ascribe to him all the glory. 

We would also observe, that in the undiminished prosperity and 
usefulness of Yale College, an institution founded in wisdom, wa- 
tered with the prayers of our pious progenitors, and which the Son 
of God has made a fountain of refreshing streams to his church, for 
more than a century, we feel that there is special cause to exalt his 


name 


From the accounts rendered of the state of religion, within the. 


bounds of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, it ap- 
pears that the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom are evidently 
advancing. Several of the Presbyteries, under their jurisdiction, 
have been very powerfully visited, the year past, with the influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, and many have been added unto the Lord. 
Churches, under their superintendance, are multiplying as the set- 
tlements extend into that wide region on their border; ‘Their Theo- 
logical Seminary 1s sending forth a succession of young men as he- 
ralds of the cross; and the genera! aspect of Zion is highly favourable. 
And it is pleasing to learn, that the General Assembly has recom- 
mended and strongly urged upon the members of their communion, 
to pay particular attention to the religious instruction of their slaves, 
that they may be prepared, in God’s own time, for their emancipa- 
tion. 

From our brethren in Massachusetts Proper we learn, with heart- 
felt joy. that revivals of religion, in several counties, especially that 
of Berkshire, have taken place; and not only the happy fruits of for- 
mer ones remain, but goodly numbers have been gathered unto Christ; 
that the Theological Institution at Andover is in a flourishing condi- 
tion, and promises to extend its utility, already great, over an exten- 
sive field. 

From the General Association of Newhampshire we are informed, 
that the prospects, in many parts of the states, are gloomy;—that 
some churches are low, and some professors lukewarm. At the same 
time it is evident that a gracious God hath them in remembrance. 
Revivals of religion, powerful and resulting in the hopeful conver- 
sion of very considerable numbers, have claimed the gratitude, and 
encouraged the hearts, of both ministers and private christians, in 
that section of our country. And it has been particularly noted by 
them, that, in those revivals, God has been pleased to call in from 
the world the greatest proportion of converts, from among those who, 
in their infancy, received the seal of baptism. 

The church of our ascended Lord, in the state of Vermont, con- 
tinues to flourish. ‘The number of settled ministers is enlarging, and 
the several churches, increased with the increase of God, are assum- 
ing additional stability, beauty and glory. Peculiarly favoured of 
her head, Zion here looks forth, fair as the morn, and clear as the sun. 
In two associations, consisting of twenty-six congregations, more 
than twelve hundred have been brought, hopefully, to accept the cru- 
cified Saviour. And we are happy to add, that twelve or fourtees 
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of the pupils in the college in Middlebury have been, as there is rea- 
son to hope, made the subjects of renewing grace. 

On the whole, your committee rejoice, in common, with the mem- 
bers of this body, and all who wish for Zion’s welfare, that the chris- 
tian character is rising—that christian charities are extensively mul- 
tiplying,—and the spirit of missions extending in all directions: that 

oung men of talents and piety are consecrating themselves to God, 
in the kingdom of his son, with particular reference to the pagan 
world, and that the signs of the times loudly call on the christian 
world to redouble their prayers and their liberality. Behold the 
dawn of the glorious day—that day which prophets predicted, and 
for which saints have prayed—that day in which the light of the 
moon is to be as the light of the san, and the light of the sun seven- 
fold;—in which the triumphs of the cross are to be signally exhibited 
from the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same; in which 
the gospel, in its triumphant career, is to march the circle of the 
globe, and Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth resound- 
ed from every land. Even so, come Lord Jesus, come quickly, 
Amen. : 

Approved by the Association, 
ABEL FLINT, Moderator. 


—[—<—=—— 


MISCELLANEOUS. 





The Rev. Puiranper Cuase has been elected Bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of Ohio; and applications 
are making to the various Standing Committees for the requisite tes- 
timonies in order to his consideration. 





TOMB OF JESUS. 


The Mussulmen in Palestine have taken possession of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusalem; and the Abbe Forbin Janson has proceeded 
to Constantinople, to reclaim from the Grand Seignior the keeping 
rh Lomb of Jesus. It produces an annual income of 260,000 
dollars. 
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ORDINATIONS. 


May 20th, the Rev. E. W. Gitzerv, was ordained to the impor- 
tant charge of Pastor of the 2d Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, 
Del. sermon by Rev. John E Latta, 

June 26, a new say Church was consecrated at Windam, 
N.Y. by Rt. Rev. Bishop Hobart; and on the same day Mr.—Gear 
was admitted to the holy order of Deacons. June 29, at Hudson, 
N. Y. Rev. Grecory T. Bepe xt was admitted to the holy order of 
Priests, and Mr. Tuomas Ossorn to that or Deacons by Bishop H. 

~— last, Mr. Orrs Rocxkwoop, was ordained Pastor over the 
first church and congregation in Lynn. The Sermon was by Rey. 
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Professor Stuart of the Theological Institution in Andover, from 2 
Corinthians, ii. 15, 16. The Consecrating Prayer, by the Rev. Dr. 
Worcester of Salem. The Charge by Rev. Dr. Prince of Salem. 
The Right Hand of Fellowship was presented by Rev. Mr. Oliphant 
of Beverly. 


— 


ODE TO MEMORY—sy uewnry NEELE. 
“Man giveth up the ghost, and where is he?””—Job v. 


And where is he? vot by the side 
Whose every want he loved to tend; 
Not o'er those vallies wandering wide, 
Where, sweetly lost, he oft would wend; 
That form belov’d he marks no more, 
Those scenes admired no more shall see, 
Those scenes are lovely as before, 
And she as fair; but where is he? 


No, no, the radiance is not dim, 
That us’d to gild his favourite hill, 
The pleasures that were dear to him, 
Are dear to hfe and nature still; 
But ah! his home is not as fair, 
Neglected must his gardens be, 
The lillies droop and wither there, 
And seein to whisper, “where is he?” 


His wa’ the pomp, the crowded hall, 
But where is now this proud display? 
His riches, honours, pleasures, all 
Desire could frame;—but where are they? 
And he, as some tall rock that stands 
Protected by the cirling sea, 
Surrounded by admiring bands, 
Seem’d proudly strong—and where is he? 


The church-yard bears an added stone, 
The fire-side shows a vacant chair, 
Here sadness dwells and weeps alone, 
And death displays his banner there; 
The life is gone, the breath has fled, 
And what has been no more siall be; 
The well-known form, the welcome tread, 
Oh! where are they, and where is he? 


—— 
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